
The Eastern Shore Wildlife Rehabilitation and Rescue Centre was established in 1997.  We are a 
non-profit organization composed of community volunteers. We are not government funded.  In 
July 1999 the Province of Nova Scotia awarded the centre a five year license to operate. This repre-
sents the first such license ever granted in Nova Scotia.  We also hold a federal license for the reha-
bilitation of sea birds and the only license in Nova Scotia for the rehabilitation of seals.  We receive 
a government inspection yearly; our license was recently renewed for another five years. 

The Eastern Shore Wildlife Rehabilitation & Rescue Centre operates on four main princi-
ples:  

Rehabilitation and release of indigenous wildlife. 

Preservation of habitat and sustainment of the species. 

Education through youth programs, employment opportunities and various tours. 

Research through data collected. 

Gretel is a pine marten and is an endangered species of Nova  
Scotia.  Due to her unique lineage, Gretel is unable to be released.  
After much paperwork and determination, the Eastern Shore Wild-
life & Rehabilitation Centre was granted a permit for permanent 
custody of Gretel.  Gretel arrived during April 2003, just 20 days 
old and weighing only 120 grams!  Today she is almost 2 pounds. 
 
Gretel had a rough start to her young little life having lost her 
mother and brother, but thanks to some amazing veterinary care,   
Gretel was saved.  Gretel provides a sense of wonder and humor at 
the centre as well as offer an opportunity to learn about this remark-
able endangered species.  Many visitors to the centre have never 
heard of a pine marten, but after meeting Gretel, they won’t soon 
forget!   
 
Gretel enjoys Boost (nutritional drink), hiding her food in secret lo-
cations, and her best friend, Maggie – a Golden Retriever.  Gretel 
has provided much entertainment and education.  We hope to have 
Gretel at our centre for many years to come! 
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Josephine the Raccoon was born at the Oaklawn Farm Zoo in Aylesford, NS.  Joe, as she likes to be 
called, came to our center in the Fall of 1986.  Joe’s birth in the Spring of 1986 was an eventful one.  
Joe’s dad mistakenly wandered into the cage that Joe and her mom shared during the birth of Joe.  
Needless to say chaos ensued and Joe quickly found herself in the jaws of dad.  Only seconds old and 
already in a fight!  However, dad was not too unreasonable.  After some coaxing Joe was set free.  Joe 
still has the bumps on her head as proof to this near-miss and the beginning of her young raccoon life. 
After being freed from the jaws of dad, Joe was sent to the Eastern Shore Wildlife Centre where she 
has happily remained since.  Joe has been visited by hundreds of children and adults. �

We are sad to announce that Joe’s fighting days are now over.  Joe passed away on February 24, 2005.   
Joe will always hold a special place in our hearts. 
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Joe has thrilled many and has provided an educational experience that is etched in their minds.  Joe en-
joys grapes and the occasional cheesie.  At 19 years old, unofficially Joe may have been a record….
consider the following: 
 
On average, raccoons live between one and three years (Lotze and Anderson 1979). One of the oldest  
raccoons in the wild was estimated to have lived 12 years, 7 months (Haugen 1954). In 
captivity they have been known to live up to 17 years (Lotze and Anderson 1979).  

Eastern Shore Wildlife Rehabilitation & Rescue Cent re www.hopeforwildlife.com 



Roberta the Bobcat came to the centre in August 2004, after being orphaned, when her mom was 
hit by a car.  Being scared and confused, she took refuge under a car in Kentville, Annapolis Val-
ley.   The caring man who first spotted Roberta contacted the Department of Natural Resources 
who then transferred her to the Dartmouth Veterinary Hospital for a physical exam.  Roberta was 
dehydrated and a bit lethargic, but otherwise healthy.  Being only 4 weeks old, Roberta could not 
survive this wild world on her own and she was brought to our centre where she will live until she 
is old enough for release.�

�

As a big strong bobcat, Roberta provides the centre with a challenge as well as ample  
educational opportunities to learn about this wonderful and complex species!  If all goes well, 
Roberta plans to leave the centre in late spring of this year.  Roberta is considering making the 
Liscomb Game Sanctuary her home.  Roberta enjoys meat, fish, and laying in the sun.  We relish 
our time with Roberta and will surely miss her when she leaves. 
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As you can well imagine, there are many costs involved in running the center – supplies,  
medicine, heat, food, shelters,  etc.  Last year we spent $6,800 on formula, seeds, and corn alone!  
This is only a portion of what we spend on food.  We are not government funded and rely on the  
generosity of individuals and businesses that graciously support our efforts.   All donations go  
directly towards medication, housing and food for injured and orphaned wildlife brought to our 
centre.  All contributions, no matter how small, are greatly appreciated by both our volunteers and 
our furry and feathered guests.  Please take a moment to donate – even the smallest amount 
counts!   

 
Yes, I would like to help, please accept my donation of: 
 
$10                  $15                  $20                  Other               
 
Please make cheques payable to:  
 
Eastern Shore Wildlife Rehabilitation & Rescue Centre 
!"#"�����$#%�
&��'����(�)&��*#��+)#�
 
All donations are tax-deductible (885062448RR0001) 
 
         Sorry, I am unable to contribute at this time, but keep me on your list         
 
         Sorry, I am unable to contribute at this time, please remove me from your list 
 
Name:                                                           Mailing address:  
 
Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Hope Swinimer, Founder 
 
��  if you would like to donate via credit card, please visit our site at www.hopeforwildlife.com 
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